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SUUBJ: HUMAN RIGHTS NEPAL 

1. GOVERNMENT MARCH 9 ANNOUNCED THAT NUMBER OF PERSONS 
CURRENTLY BEING DTAINED IN NEPAL UNDER PUBLIC SECURITY 
ACT IS 57. ACCORDING TO HOME MINISTRY SPOKESMAN, 10 

PERSONS WERE ARRESTED UNDER THE ACT IN THE LAST TWO MONTHS, HE 
STATED THAT OF THE 57, 15 ARE BEING HELD IN KATHMANDU. ALL 
PRISONERS ARE RECEIVING MEDICAL TREATMENT WHERE NECESSARY. 

2. COMMENT: GOVERNMENT STATEMENT IS, IN PART, REACTION TO 

CALL BY INDIAN JANATA PARTY FOR RELEASE OF B.P. KOIRALA ON GROUNDS 
THAT HE WAS NOT RECEIVING ADEQUATE MEDICAL TREATMENT(KOIRALA 
IS WIDELY BELIVED TO SUFEER FROM BLOOD DISEASE RELATED TO 
LEUKEMIA.) AT SAME TIME WE HAVE LEARNED FROM EMBASSY SOURCES 
THAT PALACE IS CONCERNED AT HUMAN RIGHTS STANCE OF 
NEW US ADMINISTRATION. ALTHOUGH SOURCES REPORT THAT PALACE 
RECOGNIZES RELATIVE US IGNORANCE ABOUT NEPAL, THEY ARE 
FEARFUL THAT ENTERPRISING US JOURNALIST COUD WRITE A STROY 
WHICH WOULD POINT OUT LACK OF LEGAL INSTITUTIONS EOR POLITICAL 
OPPOSITON AND NUMBER OF POLITICAL PRISONERS BEING HELD. 

NUMBER OF 57 ACCORDS OF ROUGHLY WITH EMBASSY'S OWN ESTIMATE, BUT 
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WE HAVE HEARD SEVERAL REPORTS THAT AS MANY AS 200 PERSONS 
ARE BEING HELD UNDER A VARIETY OE CRIMINAL CHARGES RELATED 
TO THEIR ACTIVITIES IN COMMUNIST, AS WELL AS CONGRESS, PARTIES. 
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